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The	Oxford English Dictionary illustrates	the	
meaning,	history,	and	pronunciation	of	600,000	

words,	past	and	present,	from	across	the	
English-speaking	world.

OED is	currently	exploring	ways	in	which	its	
wealth	of	data	can	be	made	more	accessible	to	

academic	researchers.	



Blog post:
https://public.oed.com/the-oed-and-research/

Survey:
https://public.oed.com/blog/the-oed-
supporting-research-through-innovation



The	available	OED data	include	the	following:
phonemic transcriptions

• British	English:	276057,	in	228363	groups,	
in	204453	entries	(revised	and	unrevised)

• American	English:	208208,	in	168866	groups,	
in	148412	entries	(revised	and	c.	¾	of	unrevised)

• 12	World	Englishes,	transcribed	according	to	
contemporary	phonological	models,	for	relevant	
subsets	of	headwords

linked sound	files	
• studio-quality	human-voice	recordings	of	all	the	above	



Transcriptions	are	in	OED-style IPA	but	are	
readily	transformable	to	any	preferred	

phonological	model	or	transcription	system	
(as	we	presented	at	BAAP	2018)



Our	searcher allows	you	to	use	multiple	parameters	to	
create	a	subset	of	data	to	fit	your	research	requirements:
• word	containing	/	not	containing	(string)
• transcription	containing	/	not	containing	(string)
• variants
• number	of	pronunciations	given
• word	frequency	(with	granularity)
• date	ranges	(earliest	/	latest	quotation	evidence)
• parts	of	speech
• status	of	word	within	entry
• presence	of	World	English	pronunciations

… what else would be useful? 



Also	available:	
Historical	pronunciation	transcriptions	

from	Murray’s	original	
New English Dictionary (1888-) and	its	
supplements,	for	headwords	whose	

pronunciation	has	changed	significantly,
and	headwords	now	deemed	obsolete.



Transcriptions	can	be	input	using	SAMPA	
or	IPA	(using	onscreen	keyboard	tool)

regular	expressions	work	in	all	text	fields
^	$		.*?	[	]



Our	demo was	available	in	the	
poster	area	throughout	UKLVC12.	

Illustrative	examples	of	search	results	
are	on	the	next	two	slides.	

Please	email	catherine.sangster@oup.com
if	you	would	like	to	try	out	the	searcher,	
or	if	you	have	any	questions	or	feedback.	






